
 
 

NEWS 

CLASS OF “52” 

ROUNDUP 

VOLUMN 26 
OCTOBER 2011 

                        

   "THE REST OF THE STORY” 
 
Our March, 2011 Newsletter had an article titled "Tulsa Blizzard of 2011".  In it we reported back to back winter 
storms and record amounts of snow.  All time records were broken.  As reported, in Nowata the temperature 
dropped to -31 degrees. 
  
My dad used to tell me, "If you don't like the weather in Oklahoma, just wait a few minutes".  I am sure the 
saying was not original, but it is true just the same.  June, July and August, 2011 proved the point in fact, and 
that was the rest of the story. 
  
The jet stream has been north of the central plains of the U.S. since June, allowing the high pressure to remain 
in place.  This pattern is typical for the late summer, but its early persistence this summer kept temprtatures 
high and rainfall low.  Tulsa had 25 days in July in which the high temperatures reached 100. Below is a list of 
the daily high temperature and the average high temperature for each day in July. 
  
                 High       Avg.High          .        High     Avg. High.                          High     Avg.High 
July 1          103           92          July 11      104        93                July 21        104        94 
July 2          103           92          July 12      103        94                July 22        105        95 
July 3          103           92          July 13        95        94                July 23       105         95 
July 4           99            92          July 14      103        94                July 24       107         95 
July 5          104           92          July 15      106        94                July 25         97         95 
July 6            98          93           July 16      106        94                July 26       104         95 
July 7          104*         93           July 17      103        94                July 27       107*        95                     
July 8            97          93           July 18      102        94                July 28       105         95 
July 9          105          93           July 19      102        94                July 29       103         95 
July 10        107*         93           July 20      103        94                July 30       101         95 
  
Here is a look at the five years with the most 100 degree July days in Tulsa. 1934:27 days, 1980:26 days, 
2011:25 days, 1936:23 days and 1954:23 days.  The hottest July on record was 1980, when the average 
temperature was 91.7 degrees.  The average temperature this July was 90.8 degrees, which is 7.3 degrees 
higher than normal and puts this month in second place since record keeping began. 
  
However, when June and July are considered, Tulsa is on pace for this summer to be the hottest.  July 1980 
saw the heat wave start in late June and early July and lasted through July.  The summer average 
temperature in 1980 and 1934-both records-was 86.8 degrees.  The average summer temperature this year to 
date is 87.5.  If the heat continues, we will way surpass that record. 
  
Excessive heat was not the only problem in Oklahoma this summer.  A Climatologist has said 2011 could set 
another dubious, new low-water mark for the driest year in state history.  The statewide average rainfall 
through the end of August is about 11 inches below normal at 14.16 inches and nearly five inches below the 
19.04 inch statewide average recorded in 1910, the driest year in Oklahoma in records dating to 
1895.  A  Climatologist has said the return of the LaNina climate phenomenon likely means drought conditions 
will persist. 
  
The U.S. Drought Monitor classified the western two-thirds of Oklahoma as being in exceptional drought, its 
highest classification, and the remainder of the state as being in severe extreme drought.  You think this 
has been bad, wait for next  Winter 
                                                                                    Bill and Tess Northcutt 



 

                                                                                RESPONSES 
 
Tom McComb e-mailed us, “Thank you for all the time and effort you put in to making the WRHS Class of ’52 
web site and newsletter so outstanding and timely.  Together you bring many memories to the surface for me 
to relive and enjoy.”  Tom also sent a letter (with a donation) as follows: “ Too many “should and oughts” have 
been spoken by Sue and me, as in “we ought to send a donation” to the Class of ’52 Roundup Newsletter.  No 
More.  Here is an accumulation of all the ones we talked about sending.”  A second e-mail fromTom shares 
the following:  Do you have an e-mail address for Clayton?  (No we don’t Tom)  I still have some very vivid 
memories of the 15th and Harvard area and wanted to share them with him. 
               The northwest corner was Mr. Sullivan’s Texaco Station.  Next to it on 15th was Fred’s Hamburger 
place.  The southwest corner was anchored by a Crown Drug Store.  Close by on 15th , across an alley, was a 
baker and on the west side of Harvard was Buck’s Hobby Shop (model airplanes, race cars, 
etc.).  The northeast corner included a Glencliff Dairy Store and a used car lot and a little farther on east on the 
north side of 15th was East Side Christian Church, (Rev. Paul McBride).  The southeast corner  was a “farmer’s 
market” for a short time and was replaced, I think, by a convenience store/gas station.  Cheers and fond 
memories.  P.s. the barracks near the Fairgrounds became known as “Vet’s Village” for several years, showing 
preference to the returning WWII Vets.” 
               “Few things I read bring as much happiness as each issue of the Newsletter.  Because I tend to not 
throw things away, I come across back issues, read them and enjoy the memories again.  By the way, ever 
wonder “where do memories live?”  Be an interesting question to pose in an upcoming issue and consider 
publishing some of the response.  Sue and I share the same issue knowing every effort is made to minimize 
costs. 
               We are weathering the heat and drought, as are many in the southwest.  It’s 108.4 degrees here as I 
write this.  As kids we used to play outside in this weather.  Sue stays active with her Red Hats group and 
playing mahjongg with another group.  I’m still involved with building houses for our local affiliate of Habitat for 
Humanity.  We will start our 15th house later this month with all volunteer labor for the “grunt work” and hire 
licensed professionals where the law requires. 
               Like many, I miss the earlier days when “going and doing” was both easier and cheaper.  We went to 
an “inside movies” recently (early show, senior rates) and it still cost almost $25.00 for two tickets, popcorn 
and cold drink.  Wow, a $5.00 bill would get a downtown movie and a snack at Bishops “back then.”  Regards 
to all of you.  We’re anticipating REUNION 60 and will make every effort to share in it.”  (Thanks for your e-
mails, newsy letter and the nice donation Tom, see you next year!) 
  
Robert Hart sent the following: “Thanks for another fine issue of “Roundup.”  It was interesting to read about 
the POW’s at the fairgrounds.  My parents and I moved to Tulsa in 1946 after the war and lived at 1314 So. 
Yale.  I don’t remember hearing about any POW’s, but I suppose they were all gone by then.  There are 
references to several POW camps in Oklahoma, but not in Tulsa.  It is sad to hear about Paul, Linda and about 
the Petroleum Club, but it seems to be the order of things.  Best regards to all in the Class of ’52.  (Thanks for 
the donation Bob.) 
  
The following was received from Joan (Wadlow) Case,  “To the newsletter crew, Thanks for keeping the class 
of ’52 up to date on friends and events there in Tulsa.  Those photos and record temperatures of the 2011 
blizzard were amazing!!  Best regards to all.”  (Thanks Joan for your enclosed donation!) 
  
A short, welcome note from Marcia (Edgerly) Overbey is as follows:  “Dear Gang, Receiving the Roundup 
each time just “Makes My Day!”  Thanks for the memories!!”  God Bless. (Thank you Marcia for the monetary 
help.) 
  
“Hi Gang,  Thanks for the n ewsletter.  I intend to attend the sixtieth reunion come H__ or High Water, (or 
heat!).  I remain busy and healthy, guess I’m blessed.  Oh yes, thanks for the photo of Joe, Bill and Bud.  We 
sure had some good times.  We received this from, Joe Sullivan.  (Thank you Joe for your donation; we DO 
appreciate it!) 
  
We heard this from Robert (Bob) Patchett.  “Thanks to all of you on the Newsletter Staff.  Great job.  I really 
appreciate receiving them.  P.S.  I remember the “Susan Hayward” parade.  I rode my horse in that parade. 
(Your support and donation is greatly appreciated Bob.) 
  
“Looking back at the March Newsletter, the pictures and article of the blizzard stand out.  Now we are in the 
midst of unrelenting heat.  The Dallas area has had 35 days of triple digits.  I remember being told, “Be careful 
what you wish for.”  So I’ll bite my tongue and not say, “I can’t wait for winter.”  I am thinking it though!!  Thanks 
for all your work.”  This came to us from Mary Sue (White) Killam. (Thanks for your note and donation Mary 
Sue – we too had triple digits part of June and all of July except for 4 days – we, too, won’t say a word about 
winter!!) 
 Bill Latting sent a donation (thank you Bill) with a short note, “Deposit at your own risk.”  (Just to let you know 
Bill, it cleared – Bill was on our Newsletter Staff before his move to Lawton – we all sure do miss you Bill.) 
  
Jayme (Anderson) Farris writes, “Thank you for all the work you and the others do to keep us advised of 
what is going on.  When I spoke with Sue (Loveless) Pope she said she had not received the newsletter 
lately.  Thank you for advising us of this, we do have her latest address, 10400 Ryecroft Road, Ok. City, 
OK  73162.  We sent her another one.  Thank you Jayme for your donation – it sure helps!!) 
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“As always, I enjoy reading the “Roundup”.  Reminders of the past and keeping updated on our class mates is 
very enjoyable.  I suppose the older we get the more nostalgia takes what few empty spaces remain in our 
minds.  Recently reading about the POW camp in Tulsa, I personally do not remember anything about it.  It 
reminded me of a newspaper write-up I received some time back dated May 16, 1999.  It speaks about the 
race riots in Tulsa in June of 1921.  I do remember “grown ups”talking about it.  I do remember a holding pen 
with barbed wire at the Warehouse Market on 10th South and Elgin.  This was a block south of Mercy 
Hospital.  My how time flies by! (Thanks Dan (Ragan) for sharing these memories with us AND thank you for 
the contribution!!) 
  
We received this nice letter from Don Freeman.  “I really enjoy receiving the newsletter.  I live in Florisa and 
therefore can’t attend your functions, but my heart is with you.  The Class of 1952 was the best one at Will 
Rogers.  I truly believe this.  My heart sank when I heard of the passing of Paul McBride.  He was a dear 
friend.  I have a lot of memories of my High School days.  I remember my dear friend Bill Northcutt, driving 
around Tulsa in his 1937 Plymouth Convertible with me.  He also had this big St. Bernard dog.  To the 
newspaper staff keep up the good work.  Always keep close and enjoy your life.  In one of my classes I sat 
behind Joyce Jamison and I said to myself, this is a  10.  She still is a 10.” (thanks for you nice letter of 
memories Don and the donation!) 
  
We received the following from Jerry Zelinka.  “Thank you for another issue of the Roundup!  I don’t keep up 
much with things going on in Tulsa.  While I am writing this, Suzie is ironing and listening to the CD of the 
Beach Boys.  They came to a town near us and we went to their concert.  They were not the original ‘Boys”, 
just borrowed the name.  Ha!!.  Suzanne and I are doing well.  We go to the gym and pool regularly.  For the 
summer, no tennis, TOO HOT. Hope all is well with all of you.  (The donation was great!  Thanks Jerry –it ALL 
helps so we can continue!) 
  
Patti (Fournier) Taylor shares with us, “I always enjoy so much the newsletter.  It is great to hear all the latest 
and try to figure out the mystery pictures.  I am a third generation Tulsan but some of those are really hard to 
remember.  I did live in those barracks at the fairgrounds that were turned into apartments after by Dad came 
back from WWII and we moved back from Oklahoma City where we were while he was in the service.  There 
were no houses to rent and that was the only place my folks could find.  Dad built us a house while we were 
living there.  I applaud Bill Latting that he could remember walking me home.  My mom worked at the Armory 
for the Corp of Engineers  during that time.  Those were hard times for people trying to put their lives and 
careers back together. 
               I don’t get to Tulsa much as I still have two businesses.  I am an Enrolled Agent and represent tax 
clients with the IRS and also have been doing mortgages for 20 years.  Can you believe the mortgage rates 
are at 4 %?  I hope to come to this reunion.  I hardly recognize me anymore, much less other people from High 
School years.  And we will need BIG letters on the name tags!” (Thank you Patti for your newsy letter and 
donation! – We’ll look for you to come) 
 Richard Reid shares these interesting and timely comments about life “in the good ‘ole days.”  A great 
read!  Thanks Richard!  He says, “ Thanks for the July newsletter.  As always, I thoroughly enjoyed it.” Here is 
his letter/response: 
               “I would like to hear from Peter Vandaveer.  Sometime during the Wilson years we used to go 
downtown together to play around.  We got into alleys and pulled down fire escapes to climb to the top of 
buildings.  We would go into Brown-Duncan and slide down the package chutes.   Anyone remember what 
they were?  Peter was more daring.  I would slide down a few floors and then get out.  He would go all the way 
to the basement, frightening ladies there wrapping and shipping packages.  One Saturday we discovered the 
tunnel between the Philtower and Philcade buildings, and the elevators parked at the bottom since they only 
operated a few on weekends.  Those were the days of elevator operators.  Somehow we managed to get into 
one and turn it on, and we spent a few hours riding up and down.  Unfortunately for us, the ground floor door 
was glass and several Saturday workers saw us go steaming by and called maintenance who called the 
police.  Shortly thereafter, while steaming full speed up, we started going down.  Waiting for us in the 
basement were the police.  They called our parents who had to come to town and free us.  I think we spent 
several weeks on probation and I lost touch with Peter.  Probably our parents doing.  I would really like to find 
him and see if he remembers our downtown adventures. 
               For Clayton Saul.  I lived in the late 30’s and early 40’s at 1523 South Harvard.  The corner of 
Harvard and 15th street was my hangout.  The hamburger stand on 15th just west of Harvard was Ryders.  I 
washed dishes there for a while.  The southwest corner was Crown drug store.  That’s where I remember 
seeing the POW’s.  Just west of Crown on 15th was a Buccaneer Bar, and then Safeway grocery store.  South 
of Crown on Harvard was a barber shop, then the Catlet (sp) Café.  One of the first Dairy Queens was built in 
the vacant field just south of the café.  That field, across from where we lived, frequently caught fire when it 
became overgrown in the summer.  The fire department from around 12th and Harvard always came to put it 
out, and my brothers and I, along with Bill Welch and Bill Todd, always got interrogated. 
               On the southeast corner originally was Burns filling station.  The pumps were on pedestals and the 
gas was gravity fed into buyers’ cars.  You hand-pumped the gas into the top of the pump, which was glass, 
and you subtracted the end value from the starting value in the glass top to determine how much gas you 
bought.  We used to come around and pump gas to the top of all the different pumps so people buying gas 
wouldn’t have to do it themselves.  It was just part of having fun without television.  On the northwest corner 
was the Featherstone house with the furniture repair shop in the back.  The Oliver children, Bill, et al, were 
stepchildren that lived there.  Texaco was on the northwest corner. 
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Regarding the barracks.  Enclosed is a picture of myself and my brother Jim (Rogers ’51) with a portion of the 
barracks in the background.  Also enclosed is an aerial photo of the fairground around 1961.  You can clearly 
see the 3 main barracks buildings, the coliseum, the race track, and the old ball park, where I was bat boy/club 
house boy for the visitors in 1950.  The barracks we lived in is the one at the top, the lightest colored one in the 
photo.  I’m not sure why the Tulsa World denies their existence since the photo is from their archives.  My 
story of our family moving there is told at my web page,richardswriting.com, under personal essays entitled 
“The Barracks.”  Regarding POWs, I only know what I saw in the Crown Drug Store around 1943.  At least 3 
young men in brown clothing with large P O W stenciled on the back of their shirts.  I was told they were 
housed out at the fairgrounds.”  (Thanks, again, for sharing this piece of history, your experiences and incite 
Richard.) 
(The Newsletter would like to close the chapter on “the barracks at the Fairgrounds.  If you want to see more 

go to Richard’s blog site, 
he has a lot of information 
there.  Thanks editor) 
 

 
Sorry, this is the best I 
could do with the 
pictures.  Second are 
third generation pictures 
have little resolution. 
The race track buildings 
and ballpark are all gone, 
the Armory is still there. 

 
 

 
                                                    ED AND JOANNE STADLER 

 
OSU-TULSA FOOTBALL GAME.  

        The game was scheduled to begin at the late hour of 9:10 PM Oklahoma time, just so it could be 
televised by Fox Sports net work. Both teams jumped at the chance not only for the money, FSN was offering, 
but, also for the show case themselves on television for potential results. The late kickoff would not have 
ended until 12:30 AM. Thunderstorms delayed the kickoff until 12:16 am starting time. A couple thousand fans 
stayed for the game. The decision to kick off after 12 violated a NCAA bylaw prohibiting athletic activities from 
beginning between midnight and 5AM. OSU will probably be blamed for the whole mess and slapped with 2 
years probation and a bowl game. Fans were advised to seek shelter at the Reynolds Center. Tickets for the 
game were 95 dollars per ticket. In all, the delay was disservice to the players, coaches, and fans of both 
teams and it is is felt by many fans a serious misstep. 
 ( The game went on, the outcome was expected and the NAACP has not interfered with the decision.  There 
was no date it could have been made up, and you know College Football and money, if they had to cancel all 
of that money would have had to be returned.  That’s not going to happen. LOL).  (editor)  
                                                                                                             
                                                                                                                  SUE BAKER McBRIDE 
                                                                         DONATIONS 
  

Again, we want to THANK YOU to the following classmates who so generously sent in donations to 
keep our Will Rogers Roundup Newsletter up and going.  It brightens our day and lifts us up to know that you 
are enjoying it and wanting to help with the costs.  They are: 

Joan (Wadlow) Case, Jayme (Anderson) Farris, Don Freeman, Robert (Bob) Hart, Maryh Sue 
(White) Killam, Bill Latting, Tom McComb, Marcia (Edgerly) Overbey, Robert (Bob) Patchett, Dan 
Ragan, Joe Sullivan, Patti (Fournier) Taylor, and Jerry Zelinka.    You are the GREATEST!! 

 

                        HELP AGAIN!  JULY NEWSLETTERS RETURNED 
  
With our reunion coming up we would like to have up to date addresses for all of our classmates.  Please let 
us know if you have a current address for either of the following: 
                                             Jim Ogden                                         Jim Lee Perry 
                                             6910 Frankhoma Road                     P. O. box  635 
                                             Tulsa, OK 74131                               Crane, MO  65633 
 

                                            THOSE  WHO  HAVE  GONE  BEFORE  US 
 Our classmate, Buddy Fulton, passed away September 25th, 2011.  We want to thank Larry Roseborough for 
letting us know about Buddy.  We will keep Buddy’s family and friends in our prayers.  May they be comforted 
with fond memories and warm thoughts of this great guy. 
 

http://richardswriting.com/�


 

13 sites earn restoration honors 
 
Recently, thirteen awards were given for restoration efforts in Tulsa. One of them was for work done on our " 
Will On The Hill". As many of you know, Will Rogers High School was placed on the National Register of 
Historic Places in 2007. Restoration has been ongoing for the last decade, but the specific work being 
recognized with this award was for the restoration of the terra-cotta panels on the buildings east and west 
towers. 

The following is from the Tulsa World. " Repairing the highly detailed terra cotta that is such an essential piece 
of the facade allows this icon to tell its story." "Fritz Baily Architects of Tulsa oversaw the rehabilitation project, 
which included reconstruction of east tower tiles that had been damaged by lightning and refinishing the tiles 
on both towers." " What we did (on the east tower) is took the pieces that were remaining, glued them back 
together and filled in the pieces that were missing and make it look original." said Herb Fritz, president of Fritz 
Baily Architects. " There aren't any new pieces as much as there are old pieces with missing parts that have 
been repaired." 

I am sure we all appreciate this and any other work done to keep this building as beautiful as it was when we 
were there as students. I don't know about you, but I seem to appreciate its beauty more now than I did back then. 

                                     Warren Cox 

                                              MYSTERY PICTURE 

 

 

     Well the “ole” mystery picture got ugly this past issue, it 
decided it would give you a real test.  The picture actually 
was one you had seen sometime before, only abbreviated.  
It was the very peak of the fire held in the hand of the 
Statue of Liberty located t Lanier Elementary school.  It was 
obvious it was something statuesque, but would have been 
almost impossible to see. 

     This issue should be a little easier.  This is a familiar 
sight in our city and could even be considered an icon.  
Good luck 

      We will continue to bring you appropriate mystery 
pictures, not only to see if you can figure it out, but to 
hopefully remind you of an object of importance from our 
past and our memory.  Tulsa has a lot to offer on both 
issues.  
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Elaborate chandeliers hang above the front desk at the 
renovated Campbell Hotel at 2636 E. 11th Street.  One of 13 
projects given preservation Awards. 

The restoration of terra cotta panels on Will Rogers High Schools 
east and west towers will be recognized during Tulsa's 
Preservations Awards on Saturday. 
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NEWSLETTER 
C/O ED STADLER 
6859 East 54th Street 
Tulsa, OK.  74145 

REUNION NEWS 
 
      Though it is not completely finalized yet, the new home for the 60th has been chosen.  We are really 
excited about it.  This should be a great place to meet, easy to get to and great ambience.  We should 
know the details by next issue or before.  Be sure to plan on being here.  They are working out the date 
now.  As soon as we know we will pass it on.  Be sure to check the website as we go along, it may well 
show up there first. 

IN CLOSING 
 
     I first would like to thank Warren Cox for printing our Newsletter this issue.  Some ongoing health 
problems has slowed me down and he has graciously bailed me out,  Thanks again, Warren. 
       I would like to remind you to continue to send in your ideas and responses.  It makes our job much 
easier.  The response and donations we received this time far exceeded anything we could have imagined.  
If you have pictures old or new, please send them for us to enjoy.  Send pictures to dlquinten@gmail.com 
 
        This will be our last Newsletter this year, so we wish to pre-empt the department stores in wishing you 
a very merry Christmas.  I think to most of us there are two distinct joys to Christmas.  The first is the time 
to celebrate the greatest gift ever given.  The birth of our Savior Jesus Christ.  The reason for Christmas 
and the purpose for our lives.  The chance to encourage that life in the lives of our families.  The other is to 
see the joy in the eyes of those wonderful Grandchildren that we love so dearly.  It allows us to vicariously 
live out our memories through there wide eyed wonder of the mystery of the man dressed in red.  A time of 
family, may all have that joy.  We wish you the most wonderful Christmas season, and may God bless you 
in the new year 

                            THE NEWSLETTER GANG 
                    Ed & Joanne Stadler, Bill & Tess Northcutt, Wayne & Phyllis Bagby,   
                           Dan & Jody Quinten, Warren Cox, and Sue Baker McBride 


